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This is in response to the Office Action dated December 18, 2000, wherein restriction of 
the claims of the above-identified application is required. The Office Action requires restriction 
to one of the following three groups of claims: 



Group I: Claims 1-5 drawn to a method of detecting oligomerization of G protein 
coupled receptors, classified in class 435, subclass 7.1 

Group II: Claims 6-20, drawn to a method of determining whether a receptor agonist 
activates G protein coupled receptors and a method of screening for an 
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agonist/antagonis, of the interaction between G protein coupled receptors, 
classified in class 435, subclass 7.1. 



Group.!!: Claims 21-26, drawn to a G protein coupled receptor fusion protein, 



comprising a fluorescence donor, classified in class 530, subclass 



350. 



As required in response to this Action, V^,**^^^^^ 

oecausetheExaminer^^ 
claims. M.P.RP.§ 803 provides: 

burden^a^^ 

independent inventions^SL? ' ^ " inC,UdeS daims <° disti ™ « 
Thus, forarestnetionreauiremen, to be proper, the Examiner must satisfy me f„„„wi„ g 

(2) thatthesearcbandexaminati on oftheentireapplicationcanno.be made without serious 
burden. 



^^-P^llyassertthatmeExaminerhasnotshowntbatthesecond 
burden to search and examine all of the claims together. 
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^^^^^^^^^ 

of Groups I and II together. 



burden «o sea.h and e^ne all of fte clai ms of ,his invent together . 



b a senous 



'^«^«-«. to ^ lD ^ 11 . dlh|-llllbi-itaJJf 

no genenc claim is finally held to be allowable. 



entttled to consideration of claims to additional species. 
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For the reasons stated above, applicants respectfully assert that restriction of the claims as 
set forth by the Examiner would be contrary to promoting efficiency, economy and expediency 
in the Patent Office and further point out that restriction by the Examiner is discretionary 
(M.P.E.P. § 803.01). Thus, applicants respectfully request that all of the claims of this 
application be examined together. Consequently, reconsideration and modification or 
withdrawal of the restriction requirement is requested. 

Applicants also wish to remind the Examiner of the guidelines for rejoinder of claims as 
set forth in M.P.E.P. § 821.04, as they apply to the pending claims of the instant application. 

No fees are believed due. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any additional fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 14-0629. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Needle & Rosenberg, P.C. 
Suite 1200, The Candler Building 
127 Peachtree Street, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303- 1 8 1 1 
(404) 688-0770 



Gwendolyn D. Spratt 
Registration No. 36,016 



Gwendolyn D. Spratt ' — — £ ^ 
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